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CROWNING OF THE BARD 

Our Annual Crowning of the Singleton Bard took place on Friday June 21st. 

This is the 11th year this event has taken place and students were very excited to hear 
who would be crowned Singleton’s Bard for 2019. The whole school from Year 1 to Year 

6 created narratives with the theme of ‘Sloth’. 

Mrs Hewson then adjudicated the work presented to her and selected those scripts she felt 
were ‘Highly Commended’ and those which were of ‘Outstanding Excellence’. 

At assembly, the winners were announced and presented with their awards. The results can be seen 
below but special mention must be made of Teshna M from Room 3, Year 6, whose narrative titled 
‘Sloth’ was judged the very best of 2019. Teshna was crowned Singleton’s Bard by Mrs Farmer who 
visited us for this very special occasion and who has crowned the previous ten Bards. Teshna’s   
story was read aloud to the whole school by Mr B and is published inside our newsletter.  

Congratulations to all our students on their outstanding effort.  

 Year 1 
‘The Sloths and the Predators’ by Malika H - Year Winner 
‘Theodor and the Orange’ by Leonard S 
‘Mia the Sloth’ by Erica T 

 Year 2 
‘The Race’ by Daniel L - Year Winner 
‘The Race’ by Axel D 
‘The Telephone Machine’ by Lucas T 

 Year 3 
‘The Special Sloth’ by Kade N - Year Winner 
‘Old Man Sloth & the Shoe Designer’ by Josephine K 
‘My Story of the Sloth Changed Everything’ by Jax H 

 Year 4 
‘Sloth Sloth’ by Millicent M - Year Winner 
‘The Sloth Slayers’ by Hunter H 
‘The Crazy Sloth, His Mythical World and Crazy  
Creatures’ by Aaliyah O 

 Year 5 
‘The Sloth Lost in Paris’ by Penelope H - Year Winner 
‘Super Sloth’ by Arad F 
‘The Race’ by Ella N 

 Year 6 
‘Sloth’ by Teshna M - Bard Winner 
‘Just Another Day’ by Amelia H 
‘A Day in the Life of a Sloth’ by Rhys D 
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Dear Parent & Caregivers, 

Principal’s Writing Award & 

Crowning of the Bard 

What  a  wonder f u l            

experience this was!       

Congratulations to all of the 

finalists and highly          

commended students BUT 

an almighty WELL DONE to Teshna M who was 

crowned as the 2019 Singleton Primary School Bard.  

Teshna’s story was entitled ‘Sloth’ which was about a 

young girl who only had her toy sloth as her friend 

and overcame school yard bullying by facing school 

with a positive attitude and welcoming and making 

new friends to her school. 

School Board Representative 

Thank you to Kim Flemming and Victoria Copeland for 

their nominations to the School Board as the Parent 

Representative for 2019 – 2020. It is with great     

pleasure that I announce Victoria Copeland as the 

successful nominee. I look forward to working with 

you as a School Board Member. 

Kiss ‘n’ Drop 

This area is designed to keep the flow of traffic going 

and keep our students SAFE! However, over the past 

couple of weeks we have had an increased number of 

cars parking in the bays before school causing chaos 

with students getting dropped off in unsafe areas,     

as well as in the afternoon, parents ushering students 

to hop into cars while they are still on the road. 

PLEASE stay in your cars, wait until you get to the bays 

to allow your children to hop in and keep EVERYONE 

SAFE.  

Winter Carnival – Week 9 

Unfortunately, due to terrible weather the decision 

was made to cancel the Winter Carnival. This decision 

was not made lightly by the competing schools and I 

want to thank everyone for their understanding. 

Faction Cross Country - Week 10 

Get your running shoes on and chants rehearsed!  

Next week is the Singleton PS Cross Country Carnival. 

Thank you to Mr Bowe for all of your  organising and 

practice with the students. Parents & family members 

please come along and support our students.  

Reports 

Our reports will be ONLINE this Semester. They will be 

emailed on TUESDAY Week 10. Please double check 

your email address with the front office especially if 

you do not receive the newsletter by email, as we may 

have an old email address for your family. The live link 

will stay active for 4 weeks. Please download and save 

the document so you have access to it later. If you 

have any questions, please do not hesitate to come 

and ask your classroom teacher or the office staff. 

Late Arrivals to School & Early Pick up 

Just a simple reminder to all students and families that 

all students arriving late to school or are being picked 

up early need to be signed in/out through the Front 

Office. This is to ensure all students attendance is    

recorded in case of emergencies. Thank you for your 

understanding in this.  

Voluntary Contributions  

Thank you to all of the families who have paid their 

Voluntary Contributions. So far we have received 

$13,200. This money has been used to purchase     

additional resources for our students and classrooms. 

If you have not yet paid your Voluntary Contributions, 

I am asking you to consider paying the $50            

contribution, an extra $17,000 can go a long way.  

The Flu is going around… 

We have had many reports of students being           

diagnosed with Influenza B strains. This is a timely 

reminder that if your child is unwell PLEASE keep 

them home until they are well again. Even with the 

best efforts of blowing noses and couching into our 

elbows, it is so easy to pass this bug on. 

P & C Disco 

Please support the School P & C and attend the Disco 

being held Thursday 4 July at the Singleton Hall, 24 

Cavender Street, Singleton. Kindy – Year 2 from 

5:30pm to 7pm and Year 3 to Year 6 from 7:30pm to 

9pm.  

Kind Regards 

 

 

Jayde Hewson 

Principal 
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   Sloth 

Ima Riter (Teshna) 
                                 

“Loser Lacey! Loser Lacey!” they chant as I get off the bus. I hate riding the bus to school, Madelaine and her 
friends always bully me. I wish I could just stay home, but my foster parents always say that, ‘A day off school is a 

day that you miss the chance to learn something new’. So, I must go to school. Sloth is the only person who     
understands what I'm going through. Well, sloth isn't a person, he’s a toy. The kids at school always bully me       
because I take him wherever I go. My parents, my real parents gave him to me before they died. Other people 

don't know how special he is to me. They never will. 
 

The rain wakes me up from my misery. I head to the library, the only place where I can escape. I retrieve a book, 
get sloth out of my bag and sit on a comfy sofa at the back of the library. The siren rings and sadly I return my 

book and head to class. 
 

The siren rings for lunch and I head out of class to the darkest corner of the playground. I rummage through my 
bag, looking for Sloth. I can't find him. I go back to the library to check if he’s there. I look everywhere, but I still 

can't find him. I hear a voice behind me. It's Madelaine's. I turn around to see her dangling Sloth by his legs. 
“Looking for this?” she says with a grin on her face. Her friends standing behind her, reflecting her actions. 

“Yes, actually. Give it back Madelaine.” 
“Okay, I'll give it back.” 

I reach to grab him, but she pulls him away. 
“Not so fast loser. Go fetch.” she sneers. She tosses Sloth into the bin. 

I run to go grab him when her friends block the bin. 
“Lacey. Lacey. Lacey. Did your parents never tell you not to take rubbish out of bins because you’ll get sick.”  

she says falsely “We don't want you to get sick. Do we?”  
“Let me out Madelaine.” 

“No.”  
“LET ME OUT!”  

Everything was silent. Then Miss Knight rushes into the room.  
“Is everything okay? I heard screaming.”  

“Yes, everything is okay. No need to worry Miss Knight.” Madelaine says politely. 
“No, it isn't Miss Knight. Madelaine's been bullying me” I say angrily. 

“That isn't true. Lacey’s telling lies.” Madelaine says. 
“Is that true?” Miss Knight says turning to me. 

“NO!” I scream louder than anything. I run out of school; my heart filled with anger. I don’t bother getting my bag. 
I just run out of the gates. I never want to be see this place again. 

 
I pretend to be sick and stay home for a week, dreading the day I have to go back to school. Unfortunately, the 
day comes quicker than I expect. I walk through the school trying desperately to avoid eye contact. I go to the 
playground ignoring everyone. I go to sit down when I notice a girl sitting on the swing with a small elephant   

beside her. She quickly hides it when she sees me arrive. 
“It’s alright. You don’t have to hide it.” I say pulling Sloth from my backpack “I have one too. What’s your name?” 

“My name’s Willow. And this is Eli, my only friend.” Willow replies. 
“Make that two friends now.” I say. 
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Valuing Our Children 

Sometimes the smallest things that we say to our kids, end up being the most influential to them as 
they grow-up. Let’s show love and compassion, so they will show the same to others as they grow up in 
their communities.  

Here are 50 positive phrases to use daily: 

1. Thank you. 

2. I’m proud of you. 

3. You’re important. 

4. You’re loved. 

5. Your friends are lucky to have you around. 

6. That was a great choice. 

7. That was very brave. 

8. I trust you. 

9. You’re very smart. 

10. You can do anything if you work hard. 

11. You can say no. 

12. You can say yes. 

13. I accept you. 

14. I love who you are. 

15. I respect who you are. 

16. Our family wouldn’t be the same without 
you. 

17. Your opinions matter. 

18. Your feelings matter. 

19. You did a great job. 

20. I’m impressed. 

21. You’ve got great potential. 

22. You’re making a difference. 

23. You make me happy. 

24. You’re very creative. 

25. I love the way you said that. 

26. I respect your feelings. 

27. Not everyone wants to be your friend, and 
that’s ok. 

28. I’m listening to you. 

29. You’re a good listener. 

30. That’s a very fair point. 

31. You are enough. 

32. I love you. 

33. You are helpful. 

34. We can try doing it your way. 

35. You were right. 

36. It’s okay to be wrong. 

37. Being your parent is the best job. 

38. Yes, me too. 

39. That’s a great question. 

40. I forgive you. 

41. I’m not mad at you. 

42. It’s ok to make mistakes as long as you 
learn from them. 

43. It’s ok to forgive other people. 

44. You don’t have to be perfect to be        
awesome. 

45. That’s a great idea. 

46. Don’t be afraid to be different if it makes 
you happy. 

47. Your happiness is my priority. 

48. You are right where you belong. 

49. You look great. 

50. You’re going to be very successful. 

 

Take care 
Christell 
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Story Dogs: 

In Term 3 our school will be lucky enough to have a story dog team involved in helping some of our    
students with their reading. Thankyou so much to everyone who expressed an interest in joining Story 
Dogs with their pooch. Christell and her dog Lilly will be our first Story Dog Team and will be read to by 4 
year 2 students. Thankyou especially to Christell, who already works as our school chaplain, for            
volunteering to be a crucial part of this initiative. Hopefully we will be able to recruit more volunteers 
over time in order to benefit more of our students.  

There are no costs involved for the children or the school, but for the training, insurance, accessories and 
ongoing costs involved, Story Dogs relies on generous sponsors. If anyone would personally, or with their 
business, like to sponsor a Story Dog team, there are many benefits.  

The following link is for information on sponsoring a Story Dogs team. 

https://www.storydogs.org.au/sponsor-a-dog 

Book Week: 

Book Week is still a while away in Term 3, Week 5, but I’m sure it will creep up very quickly as we have so 
many other things going on. You might like to start discussing with your children what their favourite 
books and characters are and why they love those characters. It’s a great opportunity to get reading 
more with our kids and to read more ourselves, leading by example. The 2019 Book Week theme is 
‘Reading is My Secret Power’ – but let’s not make a secret of enjoying a good book! 

 

Happy reading everyone! 

Emma Pitchford 
Library Officer 

Dates of  

Interest  

Assemblies 

5th July - Rooms 5 & 6 

26th July - NAIDOC 

2nd Aug - Student 

Council 

 

Faction Cross Country 

3rd July 

P&C Disco 

4th July 

Yellow Block Good  

Standing - Bowling 

5th July 

Last Day of Term 

5th July 

First Day Term 3 

23rd July 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

There is a huge amount of lost property ranging 

from clothing, to drink bottles to lunch boxes. If 

your child is missing any items - please check out 

the lost   property rack and ask at the front office  

for any smaller items. 

Thank you 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.storydogs.org.au%2Fsponsor-a-dog&data=02%7C01%7Cgrace.murray%40education.wa.edu.au%7C6fa4891d6b4c4ace489c08d6f93cbc10%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C636970436580380035&sdata=M
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NAIDOC Week will be celebrated nationwide from the  7th – 14th of July 2019. As this is during the 

holidays, we will be celebrating first week back of term 3. 

During NAIDOC week, Indigenous music will be played during quiet time, posters and student art 

work plus the gifts from the students from Wangkatjunka will be in the library on display. 

We will welcome local elder Mr Wally to our special assembly at the Mooditj Garden on Friday 26th 

July at 1.30pm. T5 & T6 are hosting the assembly with Mr Bilston and the choir helping to make the 

assembly extra special. All community members are welcome. Assembly starts at 1.45pm. 

NAIDOC stands for: 

National  

Aboriginal &  

Islanders  

Day  

Observance 

Committee.   


